13 June, 2014

CASA Circular No.57 - Report BL numbers in different formats to SLC & SLPA
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Sri Lanka Customs Dats: .

Secretary General

Ceylon Association of Ships' Agents.
56, Ward Place

Colombo 07.

Dear Sir,

Report BL numbers in different formats to Sri Lanka Customs and the SLPA

Sri Lanka Customs has successfully implemented the electronic cargo release with the SLPA and
this process requires exact match of B/L numbers in SLPA System and that of Customs. Slight
change of a character or case would result in mismatch rendering the transmitted message useless.
Needless to say, such mismatches has caused severe difficulties to the trade.

Therefore, please instruct all your members to adhere to the following standards.

As per international standards the Bill of Lading number has a fixed length of 17 alphanumeric
characters. Therefore, please instruct all the shipping lines and the freight forwarders to limit the
length of the BL to 17, while reporting the same B/L no for any given consignment to both SLPA
and Customs, i.e.

1. The exact BL number consisting of 17 alphanumeric characters should be declared on the
hard copy of the BL/DO.

2. The exact BL number consisting of 17 alphanumeric characters should be declared in the
electronic manifest sent to Customs.

3. The exact BL number consisting of 17 alphanumeric characters should be declared to the
navis system of SLPA.

Deputy Director of Customs (ICT)
For Director General of Customs

Cc: Mr. A.D.T. Gunasekara (Director - Technical)/SLPA
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